
Growing Hope Update 1 – January 2019 
We are so grateful for your partnership with us in being able to come to Myanmar. This year has been a 
very encouraging time. Our time here always has its challenges. One of the challenges is access to the 
internet. In theory we have access to the internet at our hotel. In reality it is very spasmodic and we have 
had great difficulty getting this newsletter together. 

We have been coming to Myanmar for over 10 years now. On our very first trip God opened up the 
opportunity to support two orphanages or families as they are called in Myanmar. Not all the children are 
orphans but they come from very difficult home situations or live in unsafe areas. We have raised money 
over the years for different projects that will help them become self-sufficient. The two families are called 
Zion and Galilee. We had the opportunity to visit both families on the first couple of days of being here. 

Zion Family 
 

 
 
This family has really struggled to find a way to become more self-sustaining. We were so encouraged to 
see that they are beginning to make real progress in this area. They have started a water purifying business 
and it is developing well. It is called “Living Waters”. 

 



As you can see from the truck they still need to find some more adequate ways of being able to distribute 
the water. This will be our next project. It costs about $10,000US for a new bus truck. This would provide 
them with a ways to distribute more water and transport the children. 

Nehemiah was one of the three original boys in Zion family. We first met him 
in 2008. It is exciting to see how he has matured. He is now studying at a 
Bible College. 

Many of the children come from very difficult circumstances and many have 
been through trauma. It is wonderful to see them responding to a family 
environment where they can feel secure and learn of God’s love. 

We pray that God will do great things though this ministry. 
 
 
 
 
Galilee Family 

Galilee Family is the larger of the two families. They have approximately 35 children. Each year they take in 
a couple of extra children who come from very difficult circumstances. 

Each year we do a Bible presentation that involves the children. This year we presented the theme of ‘How 
does a person become wise?” and used the example of the Magi in the Christmas story. It was great fun 
and a great learning experience. 

 

 
The children are always very keen to present their items of singing and dancing which are a delight to 
watch. They usually try to do something in English for us. 



 
 

Chris is getting to know the 
newest boy who has come to the 
orphanage. He has experienced 
much trauma. 

Each year we give all of the children a gift. This year it was a pack containing a towel and toiletries.  

The girls were particularly excited to discover a mirror amongst the goodies. 
 
Galilee family have been working hard at developing projects to enable them to become self-sufficient. 
They have been doing several rice crops a year but now are launching into fish ponds and chicken farms. 
After a successful first stage we are supporting them in expanding this project. It is very exciting to see this 
develop. They took us out to the area where they are building their new fishpond and chicken farm. They 
plan to develop this over the next three years and if all goes well they will be able to sustain the orphanage 
through their own projects. This is a huge step and we thank God for all He has enabled them to 
accomplish. 



  
 

 
An Unexpected Opportunity 

 

 

 
 
We spent some precious time with 
Archbishop Stephen and his wife. It is 
such a privilege to share together about 
the encouragements and challenges the 
Church is facing in a difficult country and 
to spend time praying together. 

This year the Archbishop asked us to 
consider visiting a lady who is doing an 
amazing and difficult ministry. We did so 
and believe that God was definitely in this 
meeting. 

 
 

 
 

This amazing women is now living in Yangon area not far from 
Zion family. She is renting a block of land and caring for 40 
children. They all come from up near the Sittwee area near 
where the problems have been with the Rohingar people. The 

Christian villages are now being impacted. Many parents were sending their children away to orphanages 
but the children couldn’t speak Burmese and were sometimes abused. They were losing their identity as a 
people group. Not all the children are Christian but now they are experiencing Jesus’ love through the work 
of this amazing woman. Her husband has just finished translating the Bible into their language after over 



20 years of work. They have nothing. Just a couple of simple buildings made from bamboo. She does all 
sorts of creative things to provide food. We were very moved by God to become involved in some way. 
One wonderful outcome was that she was able to come to the women’s conference in Yangon. We are 
praying that God will show us wat part He wants Growing Hope to play in supporting her work. 

 
 
We have had our first conference but we will tell you about that in the next newsletter. 

Our plans have had to change. The Bishop called from Sittwee to tell us that it was not safe for us to go. 
Fighting had broken out in the area and landmines had been placed on some roads. A number of people were 
killed. It wasn’t safe for the women to travel down to Sittwee, and it wouldn’t have been safe for us to be in 
Sittwee. So now we will be flying back up north to Myitkyina. We have been there 4 times before. There is 
great persecution of Christians in the north and many have come into Myitkyina. It is safe for us to be in the 
town but not to go sightseeing. Please pray that God will use His word and His people to encourage those 
who are struggling. 

Hopefully, providing the internet co-operates we can update you again soon. Thanks for your support. 

The Growing Hope Team 
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While we are able we thought we would send you our second update. As we anticipated our itinerary was 
significantly changed. So let us update you on what we have done. 
Yangon	Conference	

The Yangon conference is probably the only thing that has happened as planned.150 women from Yangon, 
the Delta, Hpa-an and Pia and one or more people from Thailand travelled to St Georges Church. This is the 
Church that Marilyn’s husband is the minister. The women sleep on the floor in the church hall. Many of 
them travel for many hours to get there. 

Marilyn’s daughter in law Rachel (on the far 
left) and Marilyn translate for us. Marilyn has 
been training Rachel in translating and she 
does an excellent job. Rachel, the MU worker 
leads the singing, helps with organisation and 
participates in the skits that we do in our talks. 

 

 

Here we are teaching about conflict as an extension of our 
series on the book of James. We did a session on conflict 
generally and then focussed on conflict with teenagers as 
this is becoming quite an issue for many of the mothers. We 

also looked at the Lord’s prayer and praying through the Psalms. We had such encouraging feedback from 
the studies and many women commented how relevant God’s word was to their lives. It is very difficult to 



be creative when it all needs to be translated but we managed. Jackie and Rachel enjoyed playing the part 
of the rebellious teenager! 

It is always difficult to assess how effective teaching is and whether it is good to have people from the west 
coming to teach. At the moment we remained convinced that it is. The Archbishop always encourages us 
to come as he sees that teaching the women is vital for the spiritual wellbeing of the family, the church and 
the community as women are particularly good at passing on what they learn. We are aware that many 
have not had the chance to receive good Bible teaching over the years. The whole education system has 
been based on rote learning and it is a challenge to help people learn to think through application for 
themselves. As well the Myanmar culture is one where you do not necessarily question the teacher. We 
have worked hard at breaking that down and are encouraged by the maturity of the questions that we now 
get. We are encouraged by many more women volunteering to read the Bible in the teaching sessions. 

 
 
A difficult yet precious experience 

For many years, whenever we have done a conference in Yangon, an elderly lady called Edith was there. 
Edith was riddled with arthritis and was struggling to care for her grandchildren. She was very poor but 
always was radiant with the joy of the Lord. For the past couple of years Edith’s life situation has been 
terrible. She was confined to home and lived in a little room out the front of the house her daughter was 
in. her daughter was Buddhist and Edith could no longer go to church. In the wet season the water would 
come into her room. It was a very difficult situation and we didn’t know how Edith was coping. Church 
people tried to visit her but it was very difficult. So we were thrilled when the daughter agreed that we 
could visit her. 

 

 
We were thrilled that Edith recognised us and responded to singing Amazing grace and saying the 23rd 

Psalm together. It is so difficult to see the poverty, distress in life’s circumstances and be powerless to do 
anything. All we can do is trust that our heavenly Father is able to minister to her spirit by His Spirit and 
hold her close. We are praying that there might be a place she could go to be cared for but it is 
complicated. Her daughter we suspect is struggling to cope. In spite of the suffering it is wonderful to know 
that the hope of the Gospel is that these circumstances are temporary and that the best is yet to come. We 
long for the day when Jesus wipes away Edith’s tears and her only emotion is the joy of being with her 
Lord. 



Catching up with people 

One of the things we try to do at night is to meet again with different people so we can try and have 
deeper conversations. This can be challenging with the language barriers – thank God for Marilyn!!! 
Moses	
 

We first met Moses when he was a young boy living at Galilee Family. Now he 
is married with three young children. He Is preparing to be an evangelist and 
studying at a Bible Colle. However this involves him being separated from his 
young family so that is very hard. He is deeply appreciative of his wife’s 
support in him gaining the training he needs. His three ‘australian aunties’ 

make sure he is having good communication with his family and seeing them as often as possible. 

Ezra	and	Mimmie	
 

This was a difficult 
conversation as Zion 
family have been 
struggling to become 
self-sufficient. Recently 
they have been offered 
some help from an 

organisation and the offer seemed too good to be true. They wanted to discuss with us whether they 
should go ahead. We had deep concerns about the proposal as we couldn’t even find the organisation on 
the internet. They understood our concerns and we think will probably say no. It is very difficult when the 
temptation is there to take lots of money yet to discern whether this is God’s provision or not. To say no 
means that they will continue to struggle. We know that this is all part of God bringing us all to maturity. 
We value their willingness to share with us. We have undertaken to begin to raise money for them to have 
a bus truck as this will help them in their water project and enable them to have some transport for the 
children. We understand that the cost is about $10,000US 

Galilee	Family	
 

This was a special night because Abishai 
(Lian Chi’s son) wanted to present to us 
his vision for becoming self-sustaining. 
Their plan is over the next three years 
to expand their chicken/fish farm. They 
will continue to grow paddy rice but 
only to meet the needs of the family. 
They will through the chickens and fish 
be able to increase their income. They 
had thought through how they would 
handle different scenarios if they 

happened e.g. if the chickens got a disease. It was exciting to see how they had considered lots of things. 
We were able to leave them money to begin the next stage. We did this through a gift of $7000 AUS and 
an interest free loan of $5000 to be paid back over two years. The loan was an exciting new development 
for us. It means that they are taking the next step to being independent and then that money becomes 
available for another project or group in two years time. 



Khaing	Khaing,	Sweetie	and	Julia	
 

wonderful. 

 
 
It is always special for us to meet up with 
this family. Khaing Khaing’s husband had 
been our bus driver when we first came 
to Myanmar. He had been Buddhist but 
became a Christian. Sadly he died a few 
years ago and we have always felt a 
strong connection to encourage his 
family. They are all Christian. Khaing 
Khaing was able to come to the 
conference this year which was 

 

Tom’s	40th	Birthday	

Tom turned 40 yesterday and we had a special celebration lunch. Tom has enjoyed his 
time in Myanmar (except for getting up early). It is wonderful that he can have his own 
ministry here. Because he is a foster child who has lived with Chris since he was three, the 
children at the orphanages really identify with him. Also Myanmar has not really done 
well at caring for people with disabilities so Tom is a great example to the women at the 
conference how disability is not a barrier for God. 

Fun at the Fun Park 
We take the children from Zion and Galilee to the fun park (The Burmese version of Lunar Park.) It is always 
a day of great fun for them. Afterwards we go swimming at the pool. 

 

 



  
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
It was a great time and wonderful to see the children from both Zion and Galilee interacting together. I 
think they were pretty exhausted. Zion sent us a photo of their return journey. It says it all. 
 

 

 
Thank you for your prayers. We fly out to Myitkyina today for another 3 day conference. There has been a 
lot of persecution of Christians in the outlying areas. We pray that God will minister to His people and 
encourage them deeply as they face many difficulties and challenges. 

We come back to Yangon on Saturday and leave for Sydney on Tuesday. Hopefully we will update you 
soon. Love and appreciation from the 

Growing Hope 
Team. 
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Conference at Myitkyina 
We had a wonderful time with the women at Myitkyina. It was the 4th time we had been to Myitkyina and so 
we knew many of the women who came. It amazed us how quickly they could organise this conference. 

 

Apart from some women living in the camp we could only have women who lived relatively close. They 
went home each afternoon. They needed to be able to pick their children up after school. The situation in 
the area is very serious. It is not safe to be out at night. There is a great fear of kidnapping of children and 
so they obviously want to make sure their children are safe. 

The women in the back row and far left 
are living in a camp. It is no longer safe 
for them to stay in their village and their 
husbands are fighting in the conflict that 
is going on. 

We were very conscious of the difficulties 
that so many Christians are going through 
in this general area. There is much 
hardship and suffering. 

 

It is an inspiration to see these women longing to know God’s word and to keep growing. 

We presented the same studies as we did at Yangon. 

Here Chris is helping the women understand about conflict. 

By the way the hat that Chris is wearing is traditional Kachin. We 
were each given one by an elderly lady at the conference. She 
stayed up the night before hand sewing them. These are always 
precious gifts. 

The women asked great questions and were really grappling with how to apply God’s word to their lives. 

Each church represented will be given a copy of the translation of the talks so that the women can go back 
and pass on what they have learnt. Rachel and the other MU workers will teach the studies throughout the 
year at various groups. The impact of the conference gets spread far and wide. Some clergy use the talks as 
well. 



 
 

 
 
 
Myitkyina is always an interesting driving experience. People are very patient but you never know where 
a moving object is about to come. From. 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
An unexpected opportunity 

People started to line the streets. We discovered that Aung San Suu Kyi was landing at the airport and 
would be driving past our hotel. So we joined the crowds. . She is an amazing woman who is doing great 
things for the people. She has a very difficult situation politically to deal with and a lot of recent reporting 
on her has been unfair. One day we hope to meet her in person. 



   
 
We actually only saw her briefly as she passed in the car but it was a special experience for us. There 
was a huge festival which we were able to visit. Of course we are the ones who look different and so 
many people want to take our picture. However we were able to get some great pictures of our own 
with different ethnic groups. 

 

 
 
We are now back in Yangon and starting to pack and say our farewells to people. We have had some 
great talks with Marilyn to plan our next trip in January next year. 

We are thankful for your prayers and support. It is hard to know all that God has done. However it is 
encouraging to meet up with women who we first met 10 years ago and see them growing in the Lord 
and remembering what they were taught. It has been very encouraging to meet with our two families, 
Galilee and Zion and see how God is enabling them to become more independent and to see the 
spiritual growth as well. We continue to be personally challenged by the difficult circumstances that 
God’s people face in this country. Things are not stable yet people keep faithfully living for Jesus. 

 
 
We will let you know when we will do some presentations of our 2019 experience to share God’s faithfulness. 

 
 
Thank you once again. We arrive back on Wednesday 

morning, From the Growing Hope Team 

 

 


